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What is standing between your business’s 
data and hackers a world away? What’s 
your plan when your on-site server fails? 

When you skimp on technology and IT 
solutions for your business, the answers 
to these two questions are simple: 1) 
There is nothing standing between your 
business’s sensitive data and people who 
want to take advantage of that data; and 
2) There is no plan. 

It happens way too often. Businesses 
cheap out on certain aspects of their 
technology to save a few bucks up-front. 
You may even know someone who has 
done just this. They jump at the chance to 
outfit their office with a huge monitor and 
a PC with top specs (even though they 
don’t need it) and then they decide that IT 
security isn’t a priority. They aren’t 
willing to pull out the credit card for a 
security solution because they don’t want 
to deal with a monthly or yearly cost. 

But skimping on security can cost them 

dearly in time, money, resources and 
clients. When it comes to investing in IT, 
here are three things you never want to 
cheap out on. 

SECURITY. Far too many businesses – 
from small to large – underinvest in IT 
security. We touch on this topic a lot 
because we see it a lot. These are business 
owners and managers who fall into the 
mindset of “It won’t happen to me.” This 
is a dangerous line of thinking. 

For small businesses, a data breach can be 
devastating. Not only is data 
compromised and potentially copied or 
stolen, but your clients will also 
immediately question whether or not they 
should trust you. There’s a good chance 
they end up taking their business 
elsewhere – and they may even sue you. 

 When IT security isn’t a priority and you 
invest in the cheapest option available, it’s 
like asking hackers to let themselves in. 
One study by the security firm Imperva 
found that over 50% of all Internet traffic is 
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We appreciate the opportunity to 
serve you and your referral is one of 
the highest compliments we could 
receive.  When you refer someone to 
Reliable IT, you trust us to deliver 
superior levels of quality and service 
to a company you respect as well.  
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demonstrate our commitment and 
appreciation for your referrals, we 
offer this incentive to our clients:  
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made by bots. Many of these bots are looking for security holes. 
They test websites and networks, looking for a way in. If they 
find their way in, they can do some serious damage. 

Investing in solid IT security – with an experienced team of IT 
specialists behind that security – can prevent that damage from 
ever happening in the first place. It’s not only about protecting 
your business assets but also protecting your clients and giving 
them another reason why they should trust you. 

BACKUPS. You keep all of your data on-site with no backups. 
It’s all stored in one central location and that’s it. This is a recipe 
for disaster if you get hacked, but it can be an even bigger 
disaster if a hard disk or server fails. 

Suddenly, you find yourself unable to access client information, 
invoices, phone numbers – you name it. Having a backup on-site 
or in the cloud means everything you do has an extra layer of 
protection. A backup gives you the ability to restore your data 
should the worst-case scenario occur. 

It’s even better to go a step further and have a backup for the 
backup. Have one on-site solution and one cloud-based solution. 
Even if the backup to the backup is as simple as a 4TB hard drive 
from Amazon, it has the potential to save your business should 
anything go wrong.  

Of course, you also need a system in place to make sure data is 
being regularly and accurately updated. Another mistake 
businesses make is buying a backup or backup services, but not  

making the best use out of it. For example, they simply never 
bother to set it up. Or it is set up but isn’t configured correctly 
and isn’t backing up data as intended – or is backing up data 
too infrequently to be useful. 

UPDATES. How old is your technology? Think about the 
hardware you’re running – and the software on that  
hardware. Letting your technology fall behind the times can 
spell trouble. Not only are you opening yourself up to   
security vulnerabilities, but you may also be operating on 
technology that’s no longer supported by the developers. 

If the developers are no longer publishing updates or 
supporting the software, this is a huge security red flag that 
you need to update. On top of that, should you or an 
employee need to troubleshoot a piece of unsupported 
software, you may find yourself going up against walls.   
There might be no one to call, and if a Google search doesn’t 
help, you may be out of luck. 

The potential headaches don’t end there. If you’re running 
unsupported software on shiny, new hardware, you may be 
voiding the warranty of that hardware (always check your 
warranties and the fine print of any hardware you buy). 

Alternatively, if you’re trying to run brand-new software on 
old hardware, chances are you’re going to run into 
compatibility issues. That wonderful piece of software might 
not work, or work the way you expected it to, all because you 
didn’t want to update your old hardware. 

It’s not always fun to reach into your pocketbook to invest in 
good IT security, cloud backup storage or new hardware, but 
when you cut corners and cheap out, you will end up paying 
for it later, one way or another. When that bill comes, it’s  
going to be a lot bigger than if you had committed to those     
IT investments in the first place. 

“... when you cut corners and 

cheap out, you will end up 

paying for it later...” 

Free Report: What Every Small-Business Owner 
Must Know Abot Protecting And Preserving Their 
Company’s Critical Data And Computer Systems 
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provide an easy, proven way to reduce or completely 

eliminate the financial expense and frustration caused by 
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Failure And Encourage Risk-Taking 

Join us on October 17th and 18th, 2019 for the            
Reliable IT Healthcare Executive Summit                       
at The Westin Riverfront Resort & Spa in                     

Beaver Creek Mountain, CO  

Take advantage of a great opportunity to connect with peers and bring yourself up to date on 
the latest trends and technologies available to Healthcare Professionals. 

You will get inside knowledge on the latest advances in Healthcare IT, helping you to innovate, 
increase revenue, decrease costs, and assist in providing the best possible                                     

Patient Care and Experience. 

                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Register for the Reliable IT Healthcare Executive Summit at: 
www.RITHealthcare.com/attendee-registration/ 

 

The only cost to you is your travel expense, and Reliable IT will take care 
 of your hotel and meals during the 2 day event.   

                                                  
We look forward to seeing you in October! 
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